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We recognise that the primary purpose for our existence as a
Practice is the provision of a high quality service to the Client.

We fully appreciate the importance to the Client of time and
cost. We attach great significance to procuring building work
on programme and within budget.

We believe our responsibility extends beyond the Client to
encompass a building’s users, such as residents, staff and
visitors.

We strive to provide buildings which are not only safe,
comfortable and efficient but which uplift the spirit.

We endeavour to be, “right first time”, but will work continually
to assimilate the Clients objectives.

We want to make the process of building enjoyable for all
participants.

Philosophy



The Owen Ellis Partnership was founded in Liverpool in 1980 by
the two principals, Robert Owen and Nicholas Ellis, who prior to
that time had 10 years' architectural experience on a variety of
large and medium sized projects.

We offer a full architectural service together with, Project
Management, Interior Design and Building Surveying.

We have expanded steadily to our present size of 15 staff,
including 7 qualified architects.

We enjoy working on a wide variety of projects, with the main
areas of work being in the Higher and Further Education sector,
industrial and commercial, social housing including special
needs housing, offices and health projects.

We have received three Civic Trust Commendations, a Civic
Society Award, a Welsh Housing Design Award, a RIBA Housing
Design Award and a National Railway Heritage Award for the
restoration and conversion of the former North Western Hotel in
Liverpool and the redevelopment of Sheffield Mainline Station
has received the National Rail Award ‘Project of the Year' for
2006.

We are retained on the Department of the Environment
Construction Line Register, (reference 10338) and are also
retained on the Register of Approved Consultants of the North
West Consortium of NHS Trusts.

The Practice has a Quality Management System which is
registered to the BS EN ISO 9001: 2000 Quality Standard.
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Parkgate and Neston URC



Parkgate and Neston URC

The Church at Parkgate and Neston, built in 1885 has undergone
a major programme of refurbishment and alterations split into
three phases.

It was generally felt that after 100 years the Church needed
modernising and ‘opening up’ to reflect changing patterns of
worship and to allow the building to be used for more than a few
hours each Sunday.

The first phase removed the unused pulpit, altar rails and side
chapels to create a large, raised, open plan dais area, allowing
the minister to see and be seen by the congregation and
providing a larger ‘stage’ area for music, dance and theatre
performance. This proved very successful and was followed a
year later by phase 2, which removed the remaining pews and
created a new opening into the porch.

Fund raising for the final and externally most visible phase took a
further two years, but the dream of being able to see into the
body of the Church has now been realised. A raised area in front
of the new doors, allows milling space and is often used for
wedding photographs.

The stepped and ramped approach, along with designated
disabled parking spaces, ensure that the Church meets its vision
of access for all.

The Church is visually more open than ever before and is seeing
ever greater use as a venue as well as a worship space.

This scheme has been made all the more successful by the input
of the whole congregation, whose finishing touches such as the
sanctuary mural and suggestions for etched glass designs,
making it very personal to them.

Interior and Exterior Refurbishment
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Mill Hill Archive

St Josephs Missionary Society was founded in the late 19th
Century by Cardinal Herbert Vaughan, with the intention of
bringing the gospel to all parts of the world.

Over its 160 year history, the Mill Hill Missionaries have done a
great deal of work in Europe, Africa and Asia and has thus
accumulated a great deal of personal records, photographs and
artefacts.

The new archive and heritage centre was purpose built to house
the majority of these delicate records. The main aim to allow the

information to be made available to scholars and family members.

The building houses offices, archive, conference and study room,
photo archive and exhibition spaces.

The contract also called for bespoke display cabinets which were
designed and detailed by OEA after client consultation. Large
glass fronted cabinets to display artifacts, glass topped table for
documents and a larger niche with glass timber framed ‘window’
to display robes which belonged to the cardinal who founded the
Order.

Timber, slate effect tile and cast stone detailing in conjunction with
large windows, to maximise daylight penetration, create a warm
welcoming atmosphere.
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Herbert House Formby



Retirement and Care Home
Herbert House

A purpose designed new build retirement home for missionary
priests comprising 28 study bedrooms with en-suite shower
rooms, arranged around a planted courtyard.

Communal dining and recreation facilities are also provided so
that the residents can live as a community. The building also
includes a purpose designed modern chapel which is used daily
for services and private prayer. The Chapel is lined with cherry
veneered panels and incorporating purpose designed etched
glass windows.

Facilities have been provided within the home for special care so

that residents do not have to move away from the community
when they become frail.

Chapel
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St Oswalds, Old Swan, Liverpool.

Adjacent to the Roman Catholic Parish Church of St Oswald is
a group of four buildings which were built in the 1840’s and
50’s. One of the buildings, a small convent, is still occupied by
the Sisters of Mercy and is not within the refurbishment
scheme. The other three, the Church Hall, the Youth Club and
the Parish Club are now disused and have fallen into a state of
dilapidation. Despite being the oldest, the former Parish Club is
the only building of the group which is not listed.

The scheme will provide comfortable homely surroundings for
residents whilst bringing difficult buildings back into use within
an already established community.

Two of the buildings, the former Parish Club (which was
originally built as a Baptist chapel) and the former Youth Club,
will be linked by a modern, glazed structure providing
circulation spaces to deal with differing floor levels, a linear
library and break out space and common areas such as the
dining room, lounge, kitchen and prayer room. The existing
buildings will be converted to provide 10 self contained units for
retired brothers, each comprising lounge, bedroom and
bathroom, together with two guest bedrooms.

As part of the scheme various irregular and unsightly small
extensions to the Club are to be demolished and stone details
and window fenestration restored or re-instated.




The practice has been responsible for various internal alterations to
parish churches. Two projects in particular, technically described as,
‘re-ordering of the crossing’, were undertaken at All Hallows,
Allerton and St Peters, Woolton.

Both involved a forward extension of the raised chancel floor into
the nave to create a closer link between clergy and congregation.
This projection into the nave created a more visible area for use
during church services and for the performance of music or dance.
In both projects the opportunity was taken to locate new, demount-
able, communion rails at the front edge of the raised extension to
allow the sacrament of communion to take place in the main body of
the building.

At St Peters the form of the extension was complex to accommo-
date the existing pulpit and lectern.

The work at All Hallows was completed a number of years ago and
was considered at the time to be somewhat radical in concept.
Because of an objection from a parishioner it was necessary to
obtain a Faculty from a Consistory Court, an arcane and unusual
hearing, convened under the auspices of the Chancellor to the
Diocese. The Faculty was granted and, following completion of the
work, the objector had the grace to state that the objection had been
misplaced and the alteration had enhanced both the church building
and the liturgy.

St Peters Church Hall and Parish Rooms, Woolton, Liverpool.

The Parish Rooms at St Peters are housed in a late Georgian,
single storey structure constructed originally as the village school. It
is a grade |l listed building and the alterations, including new
electrical and mechanical services, necessary to make it fit for
modern purposes required careful and sympathetic handling. We
liaised closely with the local authority’s Conservation Officer and the
building now provides welcoming accommodation for junior Sunday
School, a variety of meeting spaces, a counselling room and a
parish office.

The Church Hall, which lies within the curtilage of the Listed Parish
Rooms has achieved international fame as the hall in which John
Lennon and Paul McCartney first performed together. The stage on
which this event took place occupied nearly a quarter of the total
floor area of the hall and its height above the general floor level
rendered it unsafe for many activities. The removal of the stage and
the complete renovation of the main space and ancillary rooms
have given this 100 year old structure a new, and very active, life. It
is used intensively by, amongst others, Scouts, Guides, Beavers,
and Youth and Badminton Clubs and generous storage provision for
the equipment used by each organisation was incorporated into the
internal planning of the alterations.

St Peters Woolton

St Peters Parish Rooms

Church Hall Interior

Church hall
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Liverpool Anglican Centre for Evangalism

The scheme involved the conversion and refurbishment of school
buildings into the new Headquarters for the Archdiocese of
Liverpool and a major conference centre for commercial hire.

The existing buildings were fitted out to modern standards
including audio visual equipment, a four-storey lightwell for
reception and lift, a glazed walkway between buildings and
refectory dining facilities. The development is located on the edge
of Sefton Park, near to Liverpool city centre, with over 100
parking spaces in a landscaped setting.

The existing school/hall chapel was converted and modernized to
form the main conference hall. Levels of thermal insulation were
significantly improved and a modern heating and air handling
system installed.



Our Lady of the Assumption Primary School, Belle
Vale

Works involved improvements to site circulation and security and
alterations to support accommodation in the school buildings.
The practice developed and implemented the proposals in close
co-operation with the school Head-teacher and representatives
from the Parents Association overseeing the process from
inception to hand over.

Our Lady of Good Help Primary School, Wavertree

Works, in two phases, involved replacement of separate Annexe
accommodation with one new classroom extension, enlargement
of two existing classrooms, additional sanitary accommodation
and staff welfare facilities. The practice developed and
implemented the proposals in close co-operation with the school
Head-teacher and representatives from the School Governors
and Archdiocese overseeing the process from inception to start
of construction followed by further liaison with the school
administration and main contractor facilitating construction work
whilst allowing continued use of the school up to hand over of the
completed building works and beyond.

St Stepl Primary School, Warringt:

9

Works involved upgrade of all existing accommodation, including
reinstatement and extension of catering facilities to facilitate the
incorporation of reception classes from a separate site. The
practice developed and implemented the proposals in close co-
operation with the school Head-teacher and representatives from
the School Governors overseeing the process from inception to
hand over.

Archdiocese of Liverpool
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The Church of the Good Shepherd

Sited on a busy main road in the town centre, the COGS is an
anglican evangelical parish consisting of two adjacent building,
the church and church hall.

The church promotes all types of worship including traditional,
alternative and contemporary with ministry amongst children
and young people their main priority.

The Parish Council invited a number of practices to submit
proposals for schemes to enliven the church, make it more
welcoming and bring it into wider use as well as providing better
facilities for meetings, catering and youth clubs.

OEAs proposals were geared towards providing facilities within
the existing building to ensure affordability within the short
term.

This involved opening up the front of the Church to the street
with a new canopy and glazed lobby defining the entrance. To
encourage the public to enter the building and discourage
parking.

A new covered glazed link corridor to join the church to the hall
and provide informal seating areas.

Small utility buildings adjacent to the hall are demolished and a
new entrance from the rear car park lobby and stair constructed
providing access to a new upper floor within the refurbished
church hall with games hall, offices, kitchen and w.c. on the
ground floor and a flexible meeting and function space above.



